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Outlining Tips

WHAT IS AN OUTLINE?

“An outline...is a list arranged to show hierarchical relationships..It is used to
present the main points or topics of a given subject, often used as a rough
draft or summary of the content of a document” (“Definitions for Outline”).

WHY SHOULD | OUTLINE?

“Creating outlines, whether formal or informal, can
help you make sure your writing is focused and

logical and can help you identify any gaps in your
support”(Hacker and Sommers 11). - i

A. Hype of Harry Patter
1. Amusement park
2. Maovie franchise

3 Ilmpam of the story
B, Thesis:
1. The Harry Poster serics is a modem day classic work of literamre beeause,

despite i1z fantastical elements that would classity it as a ehildren’s book, LK.

Sample Formal Outline

Rowling's conflict is centered arcund prejudice, something that is still rampant in
seemingly civilized sociery today. Her detailed depictions of house-elf

I N F O R M A L ensluvement and blond-status causing sirife amoeng wizards point o 2 siory that
is about more than just a wizard boy using magic to save the world: these
elements develop the theme of wver prejudice, making the story
. . . . . relevant and impactful throughout all nges.
. Tapic Ome: Harry Patter | ety
An informal outline is usually just a thesis and a e e e et s g

B. Evidence: “Is Harry Potver classic children's linerarure? Daniel de Vise

list of major ideas.

. Main Point Ore: Exposure to Prejudice

A, Mnin Idea: Exposes children to prejudice and how to respand with the house eI issue.
B. Evidence: “The House EIf Problemn: Why Harry Potter 13 More Relevant Now Than
Ever.”

It can be helpful when you are brainstorming to b et s
take those ideas’ pUt them into an informal . lvm]ﬁj;u:ﬂgﬂpt;g;cwwooy.mzc.cvn]umc.nnd.rcslsucnl-umld instances of injustics’
outline, and start crossing out or adding ideas " “"%‘ﬁiﬁfﬂ‘:ﬁ;ﬂ‘;:;%mmmEmsmmmmp,cj“dmmmm
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1. Mudblood vs, Pure Blood

FORMAL

A formal outline is a multilevel list that contains
topics and subtopic as well as support that a writer
is planning to use in their essay.

“A formal outline can help you see whether the parts of your essay work together and
whether your essay'’s structure is logical” ((Hacker and Sommers 11).

Formal outlines can be very helpful for longer more complex essays. They help you see if
your paragraphs flow in a logical order or if you need to reorganize. They can also help you
see if you have support for all of your topics.
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