May is National Military Appreciation Month
Brought to You by the GHC Diversity Committee
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Declared by Congress in 1999, May was selected National Military Appreciation Month as a month-long observance honoring the sacrifices of the United States Armed Forces.  There are more military related observances during the month of May than any other month.
https://militarybenefits.info/national-military-appreciation-month/
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NATIONAL LOYALTY DAY – May 1
On this day we recognize American freedom and its heritage by the reaffirmation of loyalty to the United States.

First observed in 1921 as Americanization Day, the holiday counterbalanced the Communist celebration of Labor Day on May Day.  On July 18, 1958, U.S. Congress (Public Law 85-529) made the day an official holiday. President Dwight D. Eisenhower proclaimed May 1, 1959, the first official observance of Loyalty Day.
https://militarybenefits.info/loyalty-day/


NATIONAL MILITARY SPOUSE APPRECIATION DAY – May 8 (annually the Friday before Mother’s Day)[image: ]

This is a day to recognize the significant contributions, support, and sacrifices of the spouses of the Armed Forces.

On May 23, 1984, President Ronald Reagan recognized the profound importance of spouse commitment to the readiness and well-being of military members and declared the first Military Spouse Day.
https://militarybenefits.info/military-spouse-appreciation-day/

Victory in Europe Day (V-E Day) – May 8
May 8th, 1945 is the day when Germans throughout Europe unconditionally surrendered to the Allies. This day marked the end of World War II in Europe and is celebrated in America and Britain.  Cities in both nations, as well as formerly occupied cities in Western Europe, put out flags and banners, rejoicing in the defeat of the Nazi war machine during World War II.[image: ]

   https://militarybenefits.info/victory-in-europe-day/


NATIONAL ARMED FORCES DAY – May 16 (annually the third Saturday in May, part of Armed Forces Week)[image: ]

Harry S. Truman led the effort to establish this single holiday after the unification of the Armed Forces under the Department of Defense.  On August 31, 1949, Secretary of Defense Louis Johnson announced the creation of an Armed Forces Day to replace separate Army, Navy, Marine Corps, U.S. Coast Guard and Air Force Days.  This holiday pays tribute to men and women who serve across all five branches in the United States military.  Truman stated, “It is the first formal procession of preparedness by the unified forces of our land, sea, and air defense."
https://militarybenefits.info/armed-forces-day/



Memorial Day – May 25 (annually the last Monday of May)
Memorial Day (previously, but now seldom called Decoration Day) is a federal holiday in the United States for remembering, honoring, and mourning the military personnel who have died while serving in the United States Armed Forces.  To honor the men and women who have died while serving in the military many volunteers place an American flag on each grave in national cemeteries.[image: ]

https://www.almanac.com/content/when-memorial-day


Similar observances, though not specifically military, which take place in May include:

Public Service Recognition Week (PSRW) – Sunday, May 3rd – Saturday, May 9th, 2020. (annually the first full week in May)[image: ]

A time set aside to honor the men and women who serve our nation as federal, state, county and local government employees and ensure that our government is the best in the world.  Throughout the country, mayors, governors, agency leaders, communities and public service organizations show appreciation to government employees by issuing proclamations, hosting award ceremonies, sharing stories of excellence in public service and more.
https://militarybenefits.info/public-service-recognition-week/

National Police Week, Peace Officers Memorial Day – May 15, and National Police K-9 Memorial Service
In 1962 President Kennedy signed a proclamation, established by a joint resolution of Congress, making May 15th Peace Officers Memorial Day and the week in which that date falls Police Week.  National Police Week is a collaborative effort of many organizations dedicated to honoring America’s law enforcement community.  On May 15th each year the heroes who have fallen are honored by being memorialized on the walls of the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial in Washington D.C.  Also, The National Police Dog Foundation, along with other sponsors, co-hosts an annual National Police K-9 Memorial Service to honor the memory of fallen police K-9s who have given their lives in the line of duty during this week.[image: ]
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https://www.policeweek.org/				        https://nleomf.org/memorial 
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https://www.officer.com/on-the-street/k-9-equipment-services/press-release/21124475/the-national-police-dog-foundation-3rd-annual-national-police-k9-memorial-service 
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