"What the mass media offers is not popular art, but entertainment which is intended to be consumed like food, forgotten, and replaced by a new dish." --W. H. Auden 
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COMM 2230 – Intro to Mass Media – Spring '19 – 
Steve Stuglin Ph.D.     (he/him/his)
CRN: _________  Campus: ________  Time: ________  Room: ________

The best way to contact me is by email at sstuglin@highlands.edu

Office: Douglasville Office: 137 HUB
Office Phone: 678-872-4220*

Office Hours: ________________________________ and by appointment

Course Objectives

At the end of the semester, students will be able to:

1. Define key terms and concepts related to the study of mass media.

2. Describe and explain the various components of mass media logically and clearly.
3. Synthesize information and articulate knowledge on issues relating to culture, society, expression, or the human experience, as reflected through the prism of mass media.
4. Students will identify, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information to support ideas or arguments and solve problems related to the composition and influence of mass media.
5. Discuss mass media issues with classmates and provide critique on peer journals. 

6. Apply theory to a focused project of content creation.  

Required Textbook

Stanley Baran - Introduction to Mass Communication (10e McGraw Hill) 

Classroom Norms and Expectations

For all of us to feel safe speaking to and with each other, listening to each other and challenging each other we must follow certain norms of conduct in this class. 

1. I will respect every single one of you. I ask that you do the same.  

2. Your iPhone is so very cool; but class time is not for Facebook, texting, Snapchat, or Twitter. Please keep electronic devices off and away (or set to “vibrate”), unless you are using them to take notes. If these devices become a distraction to me or others I will ask you to turn them off. If they make noises that are particularly annoying my reaction will be harsher. 

3. Ad hominem attacks are not allowed in this classroom. Challenging ideas, concepts, beliefs, arguments, and attitudes is encouraged; personal attacks are not permitted. 

4. I only accept work late if you have made arrangements with me at least 48 hours prior to its due date. I am happy to make arrangements for work to be turned in early. 

5. I reserve the right to assign a zero to work that does not meet college standards. 

6. If you would like to speak about something that is controversial I would encourage you to see me first. If you are unsure, please see me. However, few if any topics will not be fair game in this classroom, if handled appropriately. Above all else we are adults in a college environment and the intellectual consideration of all ideas available is a right and a duty. 

Grading Scale
 
	Available Points
Response Journal Part 1             60 
Response Journal Part 2             60
Response Journal Part 3             80

Response Journal Part 4             80

Quizzes (6 @ 20 each)             120

Final Project                              100

Total Possible                  500 points
	Points Earned

Letter Grade

450 and up
A
400-449
B
350-399
C
300-349
D
299 and lower
F



Attendance and Participation (Course Completion)
Much of the benefit from this course comes from actively engaging other people about the basics of communication. This obviously requires being around other people – so come to class. While there is no direct impact on points for absences, once you accumulate five (summer: 1 day = 2 absences) you will need to work with the Division Chair to continue in the course (Division policy). There will be a sign in sheet each class period – be sure to sign your name legibly every time. If you forget to sign in one day when you were actually here, it would help your case greatly if I know who you are. So be a participant in the class, not an observer: introduce yourself, ask questions, tell us your thoughts, and know what we are talking about at the time! 
Response Journal (many small responses totaling 56% of points) 
Most classes will correspond with a writing prompt in the response journal. Students are expected to keep pace with these writing prompts, completing them before classes for discussion. Students will be paired off and encouraged to discuss the questions/responses with partners. At the end of each unit, students will also have to read and respond to partners' journal responses. Every few weeks the students will type/print a clean copy of the journal and turn it in for points. 

Quizzes (6 totaling 24% of points)
There will be six scheduled quizzes (multiple-question-formats) worth 20 points each that will cover key theories, theorists, concepts, and vocabulary. 
Final Project (20% of points)

Students will complete a final application project demonstrating what they have learned. This project will involve content creation or content curation. Details to come... 

Extra Credit and Curves (max: 10% of points) 

The only planned extra credit opportunity is for participation in the speech competition. 
Communication Extra-Curricular Activities

Speech Competition       www.highlands.edu/site/communication-speech-competition

An annual competition in Cartersville, held this year on Friday, April 15th. Put your class speech to work for great prizes, invaluable experience, and resume material!


Six Mile Post 






           www.sixmilepost.com 

GHC's student run, award-winning, campus newspaper. Student positions (paid and unpaid) may still be available. See: http://www.highlands.edu/site/six-mile-post-jobs-

Old Red Kimono 





www.highlands.edu/site/ork

GHC's student-edited magazine featuring student writing and artwork. Join ORK and help edit the next issue or submit individual pieces of artwork or writing for publication!

Library Access and Services
Douglasville campus has a full-service library branch. You can talk to a librarian about your research, search the library databases, and check out books. Please make use of this facility, open Monday to Thursday 8am - 6pm!

GALILEO password: __father________
Douglasville Library Associate: Karin Bennedsen
Paulding Librarian: Susanna Smith
Georgia Highlands College Policies

See the Rights and Responsibilities for Students at http://www.highlands.edu/site/student-rights
Drop-Add ends Jan 9; March 11 is the last Day to Withdraw without Academic Penalty

Federal regulations state that if a student did not attend classes and received failing grades, then the grades were not earned and financial aid needs to be reduced accordingly (a student must complete at least 60% of the course for his/her work to classify as an “earned” grade). Speak with advising or financial aid for more details about how this may affect you. 
Campus Carry HB 280
Speak to a campus police officer or safety officer if you have questions about this law. 
Campus Carry (HB280) will allow anyone who is properly licensed in the state of Georgia to carry a concealed handgun on public college and university properties. It is up to handgun owners to know the law. There are exceptions: 
-disciplinary proceedings
-faculty, staff, & administrative offices           -student housing
-classrooms with high school students     -sporting event venues
                     -childcare spaces
     Full details: www.highlands.edu/campus-safety/campus-carry-information 
     USG HB 280 Campus Carry video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SV5cIgTCSGY
Disability Services

If students have special needs due to a physical or psychological disability, they may request accommodation through Student Support Services (706-295-6336). In addition, please contact me and discuss your needs within the first two weeks of classes. 

Specific Application of Academic Honesty Policy for this Class

An academic honesty violation may result in assignment grade penalties or failure of the course.
Plagiarism.  Plagiarism is presenting another person's work as one's own. Plagiarism includes any paraphrasing or summarizing of the works of another person without acknowledgment. Plagiarism frequently involves a failure to acknowledge the quotation of the paragraphs, sentences, or even a few phrases written or spoken by someone else. 

Cheating.  Cheating on examinations involves giving or receiving unauthorized help before, during, or after an examination. Examples of unauthorized help include the use of notes, computer based resources, texts, or "crib sheets" during an examination or sharing information with another student during an examination (unless specifically approved by the faculty member). 

Unauthorized Collaboration.  Submission for academic credit of a work product, represented as its being one's own effort, which has been developed in substantial collaboration with another person or source, or computer-based resource, is a violation of academic honesty. 

Falsification.  It is a violation of academic honesty to misrepresent material or fabricate information in an academic exercise, assignment or proceeding (e.g., false or misleading citation of sources, the falssification of the results of experiments or of computer data, false or misleading information in an academic context in order to gain an unfair advantage).

Multiple Submissions.  It is a violation of academic honesty to submit substantial portions of the same work for credit more than once without the explicit consent of the faculty member(s) to whom the material is submitted for additional credit.
Below: JR in the "Before Class" column denotes a journal response that you should complete and bring with you to class. CH- in the "Before Class" column denotes a chapter that you should read before you come to class. The last column includes the typed work you will turn in for points in class or quizzes completed in class. 
	
	
	Tentative Agenda
	Before class
	DUE IN CLASS

	T
	1-8
	Syllabus, Setup
	
	

	R
	1-10
	Media Literacy Introduction
	CH1
	

	T
	1-15
	Media Literacy (continued)
	          JR1a
	

	R
	1-17
	Convergence 
	CH2, JR1b
	

	T
	1-22
	Final Project discussion 
	
	Quiz 1

	R
	1-24
	Books
	CH3, JR1c
	

	T
	1-29
	Newspapers & Magazines
	CH4-5, JR1d-e
	JR1 (typed) 

	R
	1-31
	Final Project discussion 
	
	Quiz 2, FPW

	T
	2-5
	Film
	CH6, JR2a & b
	

	R
	2-7
	Radio/Music
	CH7, JR2c
	

	T
	2-12
	Radio/Music (continued)
	          JR2d
	

	R
	2-14
	NO CLASS - STUGLIN OUT OF TOWN

	T
	2-19
	Television
	CH8, JR2e
	JR2 (typed)

	R
	2-21
	Television (continued)
	
	Quiz 3

	T
	2-26
	Video Games
	CH9, JR3a
	

	R
	2-28
	Video Games (continued) 
	          JR3b
	

	T
	3-5
	Internet
	CH10, JR3c
	

	R
	3-7
	Internet (cont.); Final Project discussion
	           JR3d
	Quiz 4, FPW

	T
	3-12
	Public Relations
	CH11, JR3e
	

	R
	3-14
	Advertising
	CH12, JR3f
	

	T
	3-19
	Advertising (continued)
	
	JR3 (typed)

	R
	3-21
	Final Project discussion 
	
	Quiz 5, FPW

	T
	3-26
	COLLEGE CLOSED
SPRING BREAK
	Work on the

Final project

	R
	3-28
	
	

	T
	4-2
	Media effects 
	CH13, JR4a
	

	R
	4-4
	Media effects (continued)
	            JR4b
	

	T
	4-9
	Freedom/Regulation/Ethics 
	CH14, JR4c
	

	R
	4-11
	Travel    Freedom/Regulation/Ethics (continued) 
	            JR4d
	Quiz 6

	F
	4-12
	Speech Competition in Cartersville

	T
	4-16
	NO CLASS - STUGLIN OUT OF TOWN

	R
	4-18
	Global Media 
	CH15, JR4e
	

	T
	4-23
	Final Project Discussion

Semester Questions
	JR4f
	JR4 (typed)
FPW

	R
	4-25
	Final Presentations Part 1
	
	Presentations

	R
	5-2
	Final Exam (TBA – Present Part 2)
	
	Presentations


*This syllabus is a plan for the semester but it subject to change with appropriate notice.*

